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Sefton loses a sporting Star
It is with great sadness that I have to report the passing away of our
President Neil Edwards. Neil had been fighting illness for quite some
time now and was admitted to hospital last Wednesday. On Saturday
morning his fight ended with a cardiac arrest.

Southport Lions

Marcon

A founder member of the Sports Council, Neil was very actively involved
for over 30 years. Allied to his love of cricket he was a truely outstanding
supporter of sport in the borough. He was forever dashing of to “Lords” in
his capacity of Secretary of the League Cricket Conference, meeting with
the well known names of cricket, representing cricket at the Houses of
Parliament and worked tirelessly for the Formby Pool he is leaving
behind a huge hole that I don’t believe can be filled by one man.
We will miss his dry humour and eloquent speaking, his legal reports and
work on the website, his availability to talk to people who might need his
assistance and his staunch support where needed. He was never
frightened to step up to the plate and fight his corner and ruffled a few
feathers in his time.
He was another volunteer who retired from work, but instead of relaxing,
his volunteering seemed to increase rather than decrease. He became
more difficult to get hold of because of all his projects and his devotion to
his family.
I will miss a great colleague, a fabulous mentor, a man who was very
knowledgeable of the workings of sport, but most of all a very close and
dear friend.
I offer my, and the Sports Council’s sympathies and support to his
family .

Alan Edwards
Photography

At present there are no funeral arrangements, but once they are known I
will send an email to you all.
Paul Wilkinson, Chair of Sefton Sports Council

www.seftonsportscouncil.co.uk

Discretionary Rate Relief
to be reviewed

We have recently been advised that Discretionary Rate Relief is to be
reviewed in readiness for April 2016. The Council Finance Department
informed me that subsequently clubs have been issued with new rates
bills and we have had no indication from clubs to suggest that this is not
the case.
A report is being considered at the next Cabinet Member meeting, taking
place on August 10th. This report outlines proposals for clubs applying for
DRR post 2015/16. There will be one single process for all sports clubs/
organisations/small businesses applying for DRR, through the Councils
Business Rates Team. To ensure the social value and community
contribution of sports clubs is appropriately evaluated input will be
sought from Officers of the Health and Wellbeing Service and Sefton
Sports Council.
Officers have met to discuss in detail the application process and
required timelines going forward. In addition, as discussed previously,
the criteria for sports clubs applying for DRR needs to be reviewed and
updated. The Sports Council will be contacted in the forthcoming weeks
to arrange a meeting in which this can be discussed and the Sports
Council’s views sought.

Southport Rugby Club World Record
Gareth Lang, who co-organised the world's longest ever rugby match at
Southport Rugby Football Club, has thanked all the players, volunteers
and spectators who supported the incredible event.
The players began playing at 3pm on Friday and carried on through
daylight and darkness, sunshine and rain, to reach an astonishing 26
hours, 35 minutes and two seconds. The match surpassed the previous
record which had been held by Bromsgrove RFC, who had set the bar at
25 hours, 59 minutes and 47 seconds, and the two teams are pending
verification from Guinness to announce themselves as the new world
record holders.
Gareth Lang played to raise £12,000 for a physio vest to help his
daughter Ella Lang, aged 10, who suffers from cystic fibrosis and good
friend James Doran playing for his niece, Ava, aged three, who needs a
kidney transplant.
Each of the players who took part are hoping to raise £200, with money
going to buy Ella’s physio vest. Any surplus donations will be given to
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool.

The total currently stands at £19,326.27, with donations continuing to be
gratefully received. To donate, go to https://mydonate.bt.com/events/
southportrugby/217951 or text SRFC24, with the amount you wish to
donate, to 70070.
One of Southport Rugby Club’s players competed for
16 hours in their world record-making match with a
broken leg. Adam Lang broke his fibula four hours in,
but he was reluctant to quit as the match was raising
funds for a physio vest for his niece Ella, 10, who
suffers from cystic fibrosis.
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Adam said: “I hurt my leg after four hours of play so I had a rest and an
ice bath. I was in some pain but thought I had just sprained it. At about
midnight, everyone started getting tired and injured from playing all day,
so I thought I am going to have to go on and give the others a rest. I
taped it up and played the last 16 hours or so. Playing for half an hour
and then coming off again, playing for another half an hour and coming
off.” After being tackled, Adam said he heard a “click” and knew he had
done something to his leg at that time. However, he insisted it wasn’t
that sore – it was more “like having toothache” with a constant niggling
pain.
WOW and well done

CLUB LOGO’S
Please note
If your club logo is not on these pages it is for one of two reasons:
We don’t have your logo
or
You have not renewed your Affiliation
The following clubs have re-affiliated but your club logo’s are required:
Blundellsands Lawn Tennis Club,
Bootle Firwood CC,
Bootle & NLSC,
Botanic Gardens Bowling Club,
Crosby Scout & Guide Marina,
Formby Artisans GC,
Hatton Hill Gym Club,
Liverpool Pembroke & Sefton AC,
Marsh Lane ABC,
Netherton Sports,
North Meols LTC,
Redgate Rovers JFC,
Sefton Lifesaving Club,
South Sefton Gymnastics Club,
Southbank Tennis Club,
Southport Argyle Tennis Club,
Southport Cricket League,
Southport Sailing Club,
Waterloo Judo Club,
Waterloo Lawn Tennis Club.
Please forward a copy of your logo to wilko_paul@hotmail.com

!!!

Urgent Notifications

!!!

Please remember Affiliations are now due
Single Sport Club £15.00
Multi-Sport Club £30.00
Please note we have noticed that a number of clubs have not altered their standing order
payment for several years and are therefore not paying the correct amount. Would you please
check your standing order is correct. We will be contacting those clubs.

Playing Pitch Strategy gathers pace
ONLINE SURVEY
Over the last few months Knight Kavanagh & Page have been carrying out face to face
consultations with clubs with regard to the state of our local pitches and sports fields to identify
the condition and needs of the borough and clubs.
An online survey has been distributed to clubs and it is extremely important that clubs and
teams should respond to this survey.
This is your opportunity to have your say and your response will be listened to at the highest
level. If you do not reply you are letting down your club, your sport and your members. You are
also compromising the validity of the survey in the eyes of your National Governing Body, the
Council, Sport England and the Sports Council.
The strategy was initially for the main stream team sports such as football, cricket, hockey,
rugby union and rugby league. It has now been extended to include bowls and lawn tennis.
The Sports Council urgently requests that you support this initiative fully.
The more information we have the stronger our case for better pitches, greens, fields and
changing facilities.

Do not miss this opportunity to have your say!!!

Sefton Sports Awards

Liverpool Mercury
Cycling Club
Inspiration, commitment and enjoyment were the three words that echoed
throughout theSouthport Theatre and Convention Centre, as over 500
guests celebrated the fourteenth Sefton Sports Awards. With seventeen
hotly-contested categories, it was a night to honour and celebrate those
who impact Sefton's sporting community.
The night was opened with the Mayor of Sefton , Cllr Stephen Kermode
addressing the packed audience, before host and BBC Radio Manchester
DJ, Mike Shaft took control.
The first award was for 'School of the Year' which was awarded to Holy
Trinity C of E Primary School who had demonstrated "extra commitment"
to sport, after going the extra mile to ensure their pupils could still play
sport despite having no access to playing fields or grassed areas.
P.E. Coordinator Mandy Bushell said: "All the staff at Holy Trinity work
exceptional hard so this is the icing on the cake. It is really difficult with us
having to walk to get to any playing fields, and a thank you must go to
Stanley High School who have let us use their facilities."

Southport RFC

Deyes High School won the award for the secondary school category,
with praise going to their encouragement for students to try a variety of
different activities, and running a sixth form enrichment programme which
allows students to volunteer at local primary schools. Crosby's Core
Clinic, a sports rehabilitation centre, won 'Supporter of the Year' for their
commitment to sport in the community.
The coveted club of the year award went to Litherland REMYCA FC, with
club-chairman Don Rimmer expressing his pride of the club's
achievements in recent years. Don said: “Our football club is really
unbelievable. We have been in existence since 1959, but 18 months ago
we sat down and had a review on how to take the club forward. “There are
some great people who work here and in a short space of time we have
come a long way. “If you want a vibrant sports club, you have got to get
involved with Litherland REMYCA.”
Simon Marshall bagged the award for Coach of the Year for his work with
Phoenix Football Club, where he currently looks after the U7s, U10s,
U11s and U12s, taking training sessions and constantly supporting from
the sideline.

Southport Flat Green
Bowling Club

The Richard McGrath Positive Futures Award went to Reece Wells, 13.
Reece has overcome inclusion barriers and attended weekend, holiday
and evening sporting events, constantly developing his behaviour, confidence and self-esteem. After winning his award, Reece said he was extremely happy and excited to have won, with his mum Lisa and step-dad
Chris both bursting with pride. Lisa said: “I am so proud of him. He has
worked so hard. “He was up for the award last year, and didn't win
unfortunately, but we are both so proud of him.”

As the awards broke for a half-time buffet,
Team GB Gymnast, 2012 Olympic Bronze
medallist and Sefton Sports Personality of
the Year 2013 Dan Purvis delivered a
speech, highlighting the importance of
grass-roots sport, and volunteers and
coaches who give up so much of their time.

Sefton Sports Awards
Winners
2015

And it was the Sports Club Volunteer of the Year that came next with
Dominic Batty from the Northern Club winning the category. On top of
working full time and family life, Dom also juggles the roles of treasurer,
fixtures coordinator , technical advisor and a role in developing the
hockey section.
It was too hard for the judges to decide the Young Volunteer of the Year
with Joe Mitchell of Formby High School and Jennifer Jopson from
Chesterfield Netball Club sharing the accolade.
Joe, who volunteers at Formby Pool and is also captain of his swimming
team, said: “I enjoy doing it all and getting to help out with young kids.
“It is a great experience and great fun so this means a lot and I am very
proud.”
The Team of the Year Award went to the
Southport 4 x 100m Freestyle Relay Team,
who had qualified 3 in the country for the
National Championships. The four girls
train up to eight times-a-week, before and
after school.

Sports Personality of the Year was split into five categories, with Ryan
Tinsley winning junior male, Holly Hibbert winning junior female, Daniel
Gresty winning the disabled category, Frank Baines from YMCA
Gymnastics winning male and Jessica Ross winning female. As Jess
was at the European Basketball Championships in Gibraltar, her parents
accepted the award.
The final award went to Val Delamere, who
won the Lifetime
Achievement award. As
she took to the stage, the crowd were on
their feet to show their gratitude for the
squash coach, swimming teacher and tennis
coach. Val, who also plays badminton and
table tennis, has played a major role in
developing young people in sport in Sefton
since the 1970s.

Well Done to all our winners and
Highly Commended

SSC Clubs

Blundellsands Archers

European Week of Sport
The first ever European Week of Sport will be held in September as part
of plans to combat the decline in physical activity across the continent.
The initiative, which is being driven by the European Commission (EC),
is focused at a national, regional and local level and is structured to
include themes and activities that appeal to all audiences. The week
runs from 7 – 13 September.
To make the most of the campaign, the EC is encouraging clubs, gyms,
schools, universities, employers and volunteer groups to register and
take part, by organising their own European Week of Sport-themed
activities and events.
The week is being structured around four “focus days” – education
environment; workplace; outdoors; and sport clubs and fitness centres.
Confirmed events happening across Europe include Bring a Buddy
Parkrun, fancy dress runs, family fun days, bike rides, sports club open
days and taster sessions in a number of sports.
In the UK, the first 100 events to register on the European Week of Sport
website will win a goodie pack containing branded goods.
The European Week of Sport comes at a time when participation in sport
and physical activity is flatlining across European Union member states
and in some cases even declining.
According to the latest Eurobarometer on Physical Activity, 59 per cent
of EU citizens "never or seldom" exercise or play sport, but 37 per cent
sit more than 5.5 hours per day.
When asked for the barriers that prevent people taking part in sport, 42
per cent cited shortage of time while a further 20 per cent blamed lack of
motivation.
The spokesperson for the EC added: “The Week is for everyone
regardless of age, background or fitness level.
“It should bring together individuals, public authorities, the sport
movement, civil society organisations and the private sector. Through
the focus on grassroots initiatives, the Week will inspire Europeans to be
active on a regular basis and create opportunities in people’s everyday
lives to exercise more.”
A social media campaign has been launched to support the initiative and
will use the hashtag #BeActive.

Maghull FC prepare for new season

Alt Golf Club

West Lancashire Yacht
Club

Maghull Football Club open their season in the West
Cheshire League First Division on Wednesday 12 th
August at home to newly promoted Rainhill Town, with
upcoming games on their Old Hall Field ground
against last season League winners South Liverpool,
followed by Mallaby and Upton AA. This on the back of a packed
pre-season during which thirty to forty players have trained twice a week
since the end of June along with games against Bootle FC, Holywell
Town, Burscough Richmond and South Sefton. Included in these
matches was their annual game against a Merseyside Police XI.
The first team continued to be managed by John McInnes who is joined
this season by Head Coach Matt Potter, an employee of the FA and the
holder of a lever 3 coaching licence. Along with the majority of last
season’s players the club has registered a number of players who have
returned from spells in the North West Counties. . This supplemented by
a few quality recruits who see their future with Maghull Football Club.

However, the most pleasing is the promotion of players from last
season’s successful under 18’s team who have proved their worth with
excellent displays in the pre-season games.
Once again the pitch on Old Hall Field is in pristine condition, the
clubhouse and bar ready to welcome our supporters and the renowned
food outlet stacked with its extensive menu. Quality is the watchword at
Maghull FC, both on and off the pitch; and the entrance fee is nil!

UK National Fitness Day
Also during September is National Fitness Day in the UK. This year the
Day is seeing major health and fitness operators such as Fitness First,
Parkwood Leisure and Places for People Leisure sign up to offer free
health and fitness sessions to members and non-members alike across
their sites.
National Fitness Day, which this year takes place on 9 September, is the
largest celebration of physical activity in the UK. The day will see
thousands of people take part in free ‘Power Half Hour’ exercise events
at gyms, leisure clubs and parks across the country and more than 800
sites have already signed up for this year’s event.
Last year’s National Fitness Day saw nearly 2,000 venues open their
doors to run free exercise sessions which were accessed by 27 million
people.
Engaging with the education sector has been highlighted as a key area
for this year’s National Fitness Day. Primary schools across the UK are
being asked to make a pledge to take part in the day. Schools are being
encouraged to run activities designed to get their pupils more active.

Hesketh Golf Club

Blundellsands Sailing Club

In order to help schools create an engaging activity programme, a
tailored toolkit of information has been produced. Efforts will focus on
getting children of all ages to positively engage with physical activity,
building habits that will set them up to be an active adult.

Board-Level Opportunities - Applications Now Being
Invited for MSP Board Member and Chair Roles
We

are

writing

to

let

you

know

that

Merseyside

Sports

Partnership (MSP) is currently inviting applications for voluntary Board
Members, including a new Chair.
Our new Board Members and Chair will play a key role in transforming
inactivity to activity in the region. The successful candidates for these
opportunities can expect to be contributing to strategy, championing the
added value of MSP, plus raising the profile of the organisation.
In return you can expect opportunities to enhance your career, grow
your network, make a valuable contribution with new-found free time, or
put something back into the community here on Merseyside.
You'll need to demonstrate a passion for sport and physical activity, but
this doesn’t necessarily mean coming from a pure sports background.
We’re consciously looking to appoint a diverse board, so you could be
from the world of business or performance improvement, have
marketing and communications experience, been a health policy
maker, or been involved in innovation or strategy.
If that sounds like you, or someone you'd like to forward details to then
more information is available here:
http://www.merseysidesport.com/jobs/merseyside-sports-partnershipboard-members-chair-2/

SSC Officers
President
Neil Edwards

Sefton Sports Council
Archery

Swimming

Blundellsands Archers C

Redgate Rovers FC

Bootle & North Liverpool SC
Formby Swimming Club

Liverpool Pembroke &
Sefton AC C

Golf

Tennis

Bowls

Alt Golf Club

Birkdale Tennis Club C

Botanic Gardens
Bowling Club

Formby Artisans Golf Club

Blundellsands Lawn
Tennis Club
Campion Lawn Tennis Club
C
Formby Holy Trinity Tennis
Club C
Hillside Tennis Club C

Athletics

Hesketh Golf Club
Park Golf Club

Chair
Paul Wilkinson

Southport Bowling Club
(Flat)

Southport Old Links
Golf Club

Gymnastics

Vice Chairman
Neil McQuaid

Boxing

Hatton Hill Gymnastic Club

North Meols Lawn Tennis
Club C
Southbank Tennis Club

Marsh Lane ABC

South Sefton Gymnastics
Club

Southport Argyle Tennis
Club C

Canoeing

Hockey

Friends of Allonby Canoe
Club

Formby Hockey Club C

Cricket

Northern Hockey Club

Firwood Bootle Cricket
Club C

Southport & Birkdale Hockey
Club

Formby Cricket Club C

Martial Arts

New Victoria Cricket Club

Shogun World

Northern Cricket Club

Secretary
David Morton

Treasurer
Peter Bull

Sphynx Tennis Club

C

Waterloo Lawn Tennis Club

Weight Lifting
Others
Crosby Scouts
(Watersports)
Formby Ju-Jitsu

Southport & Birkdale
Cricket Club C
Southport & Dist Cricket
Lge

Rugby Union

Croquet

Waterloo FC

Southport & Birkdale
Croquet Club

Sailing

Sefton Stars Basketball
Club

Cycling

Blundellsands Sailing Club

Sefton Lifesaving &
Swimming Club

Liverpool Mercury Cycling
Club

Southport Sailing Club

Southport & Formby Special
Athletes
(Disability Sports) C

Southport Cycling Club

West Lancashire Sailing Club

Fencing

Squash

Formby Ravens Fencing
Club

Formby Squash Club

Football

Northern Squash Club

Clancy FC

Southport & Birkdale Squash
Club

Southport RFC C

Forefield Rangers FC

Sub Aqua

Litherland Remyca FC C

Southport British Sub Aqua
Club

Friends of Allonby
Canoe Club
Netherton Sports

Marine FC C
Maghull FC C

C

Sport England
Clubmark

C Sefton Sports
Council Clubmark

www.seftonsportscouncil.co.uk
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Diary Dates
Sefton Sports Council
Meetings

Park Golf Club
Dates 2015

30th September 2015
Rampworx, tbc

AUGUST
Wed 27th

Junior Open

JUNE
Saturday 6th

Founders Day

30th March 2016

JULY
Friday 24th

Gerry Bond Memorial Invitation

25th May 2016
AGM

AUGUST
Saturday 8th

All meetings on a Wednesday with
a 7.30pm start

http://www.parkgolfclubsouthport.co.uk/

25th November 2015
27th January 2016
Park Golf Club tbc

Marine FC
Pre Season Friendlies

Mick Fletcher Charity Trophy
Open

Hesketh Golf Club
Dates 2015

All games at The Marine Travel
Arena:

Henriques

11.05.15

Gents Senior 4BBB Stableford

01.06.15

14 July 2015

Southport 7.30pm

Mixed 4BBB Stableford

09.08.15

18 July 2015

Tranmere Rovers
4.00pm
Accrington Stanley
3.00pm

Junior Open

10.08.15

Ladies 4 Person Stableford

10.08.15

Gents Team of 4 Stableford

11.08.15

Gents Senior 4BBB Stableford

12.08.15

Gents Team of Four Stableford

13.08.15

Gents Team of Four Medal

14.08.15

Gents 4BBB Stableford

15.08.15

25 July 2015

www.seftonsportscouncil.co.uk

Diary Dates
cont
West Lancashire
Yacht Club
24 Hour Race

BLUNDELLSANDS
ARCHERS

Est. 1876

This years race

12th and 13th September 2015
The WLYC 24 Hour Race, 2015 will take
place on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th
September 2015 around a triangular course
on the Marine Lake Southport, starting at
12.00 hours on Saturday 12th September.
The warning signal will be at 11.50 hours.

Indoor competitions to be held at Crosby Leisure
Centre, 1pm till 4pm
The Club will be acting as “host club” on Sunday
5th July, holding the BLBS [British Long Bow
Society] Clout Championship. This being the 14 th
year holding the competition at Merchant Taylor’s
Playing Fields, [Spinney Crescent, Hall Road],
starting at 12 midday.
The club has arranged “Have A Go Days”, when
the Club is open to the public, who wish to come
along and try the sport of Archery. No charge
involved, so come along if you want to try the
thrill of shooting on;
Sunday May 24th & Sunday August 31st. from 12
midday till 5pm [ both Bank Holidays ]
www.blundellsandsarchers.co.uk

Entry form at
http://wlyc.org.uk/24-hour-race/entry-form

Southport Flower Show
20th August 2015 to 23rd August 2015
The theme is China
Bring the thought of summer that little bit closer - buy your flower show tickets now! We've extended our
brilliant 2 tickets for £30 offer so you can kick start the New Year. Enter code 2for30 in the code box to
get this special price.

http://www.southportflowershow.co.uk/

Diary Dates
cont

‘Get Involved
in Hockey @ The Northern Club
‘Get Involved in Hockey @ The Northern Club!’
Hockey @ The Northern Club
All sessions take place On the Astro @ The Northern Club, Elm Ave Crosby, L23 2SX
Web: www.northernclub.co.uk Tel: 0151 9241594 Twitter: @Northern_Club and @NorthernHockeyC
FREE Tuesday Taster Sessions for Juniors & Adults – ‘Summer Back to Hockey Campaign’ (Mixed)
th
Date: Starts Tuesday 7 July 2015 (running up until the 11th August 2015) - new players welcomed every week 
Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Who: Anyone aged 7-77 that is new to hockey or returning to the game. Adults and children’s groups will be run separately but on the same pitch at the
same time so parents can give it a go. 2014 saw The Northern Club run the most successful Back to Hockey Campaign in the country! We look forward to
doing it again this year too!
Cost: FREE to all as part of our 2015 ‘Back to Hockey’ campaign
Contact: Simone McCaskill - 07939864592
*Our 7th July launch night will also celebrate the installation of our new floodlights! Following the hockey coaching a BBQ will be available and an
opportunity to find out more about the hockey section which celebrated 125 years of hockey in 2015. We are also hoping to host a men’s competitive game
at 7.30pm which we welcome people to watch to get a feel for the live game!
Tuesday Summer Fitness and Skills Training - Age 14 and above (Mixed)
Date: Starts Tuesday 14th July (running until 11th August 2015)
Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm
Who: Squad members from all senior teams
Cost: £2 a session for non- members and Free to club members
Contact: Craig Moran – 07902828617
Tuesday 2015/16 Season Training & Coaching – Juniors and Seniors (Mixed)
Date: Starts Tuesday 18th August running until the end of March 2016
Time: Juniors 6-7pm Seniors 7-9pm - new players welcomed every week 
Who: Juniors (Mixed) and Squad members (Ladies and Men’s teams)
Cost: £2 a session for non- members and Free to club members
Contact: Craig Moran – 07902828617
*League games take place Saturdays September – April. Those playing league games must be club members
Sunday Junior Training & Coaching (age 7 - 14’s Mixed)
Day: Sunday’s (Restarting September 2015)
Time: 10.30am – 12.00pm
Who: All abilities aged 7-14 years of age – new players welcomed every week 
Cost: £2 a session for non- members and Free to club members
Contact: John Corrin – 07968150934
*Junior competitive games will take place as arranged on Saturdays or Sundays between September and April

Kit for Hockey:
Please bring shin pads and a gum
shield to all hockey sessions. For
those coming for taster sessions and
junior training, sticks are available to
borrow free of charge. For those
interested in Goal Keeping there are
also club kits available for use.

